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Common Mistakes Why is this a problem? How to avoid
1 Choosing too broad a topic 
for the dissertation
2 Inaccurate references/not 
following standard citation 
style (e.g. using in-text 
citations instead of endnotes 
or using an author's full 
name instead of first initials 
and last name)
3 Not being selective in what is 
included in the lit review, 
trying to read everything
4 Reading but not progressing 
to writing
5 Citing only sources that 
support the argument of the 
thesis
6 Missing key or landmark 
studies
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7 Incomplete references (e.g. 
missing page numbers)
8 Neglecting to generate a list 
of keywords while searching 
the literature (systematic 
reviews only)
9 Only reading results or 
conclusion sections, paying 
no attention to the rest of the 
source
10 Providing no background on 
the topic or operational 
definitions of important terms
11 Poor organization in the 
literature review
12 Too many/too long direct 
quotes without enough 
contextual discussion
13 Making unjustified claims
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14 Not keeping track of 
bibliographic information
15 Using non-scholarly sources
16 Missing references 
(plagiarism)
17 Choosing too narrow of a 
topic
18 Not looking for information 
outside of the discipline
